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As discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.7.5, page 2-70, the designation of Alternative 3 as the Preferred Alternative
was determined because it would have the least wetland impact, in both acreage and wetland value, lowest
cost, least impact to farmland, least impact to potential historic sites, was one of the three preferred by SCDNR
and USFWS, and along with Alternative 6, would be the most constructible. Table 2.5 on page 2-31, and
pages 2-59 through 2-70 explain in detail each reasonable Build Alternative.  Furthermore, each environmental
and non-environmental factor was discussed on a comparative basis in Chapter 3 of the DEIS, which has been
included as Appendix C in the FEIS.

As stated in Chapter 2, Build Alternatives 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 were all viable alignments.  Although it does state
that “Alternative 7 was eliminated primarily because it had such high wetland impacts (492 acres)” it continues
on to state that “...but also because of the constructability issues for the portions at the U.S. Route 501 Bypass
and at the Little Pee Dee River crossing.”  Furthermore, each environmental and non-environmental factor
including water quality, noise, and habitat fragmentation was discussed on a comparative basis in Chapter 3 of
the DEIS, which has been included as Appendix C in the FEIS. Please refer to Appendix C, that explains that
although Alternative 3 may have a higher number of stream crossings and greater stream length impacted,
Alternative 3 would have less impact with regard to water quality.  Alternative 3 would cross four ORW versus
nine crossings by Alternative 7.  Alternative 3 would also have three crossings of 303(d) impaired streams
compared to three crossings by Alternative 7.

The ACT agreed that crossing the Little Pee Dee River parallel to the existing crossing of S.C. Route 917
would be preferred rather than on new location.  Originally the existing crossing was not considered because
of the location of the Heritage Preserve, but the revision was made based on a decrease in overall wetlands,
lower habitat fragmentation potential, and ACT concurrence (refer to the Section 4(f) Evaluation, Appendix
E).  In addition, the crossing of Lake Swamp was also modified to parallel the exiting crossing of Nichols
Highway (refer to Chapter 2, page 2-79).

Please refer to Appendix C, for the discussion that was included in the Draft EIS on farmlands, uplands and
wildlife.  Many of the other factors, such as economic impacts, were determined to be so similar as to not be
helpful in making a selection of a Preferred Alternative.
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Comment noted.

Comment noted.

The consideration of existing transportation infrastructure was evaluated, quantified, and compared (refer to
Chapter 2, page 2-11).  Text has been added to Chapter 2, page 2-11, to further explain the evaluation of
alternatives that closely followed existing roadways.   Of the 25 preliminary Build Alternatives presented to the
ACT, approximately nine utilized portions of U.S. Route 501, four utilized a portion of S.C. Route 9, three
alternatives used portions of S.C. Route 917 and one alternative utilized existing S.C. Route 38.   Of the seven
reasonable Build Alternatives designated by the ACT, three utilized portions of U.S. Route 501 near Aynor,
South Carolina, and two utilized a portion of U.S. Route 501 east of Marion.  The remaining alternatives that
would utilize existing roadway infrastructure were eliminated from further evaluation based on one or more of
the following: higher wetland impacts, longer length, greater cost, and that the alternative would not meet the
purpose and need of the project as well as other alternatives due to minimal length in Marion County, which
would provide minimal economic development opportunity.  Please refer to the Alternative Development
Technical Memorandum for further information.
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Comment noted.

Please refer to Appendix C  for the discussion of habitat fragmentation that was included in the Draft EIS.  The
crossings of Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 would be located at the existing U.S. Route 501 crossing.
Although a portion would be situated in the median of U.S. Route 501, where it would cross Back Swamp the
mainline of the roadway and associated access ramps, and the shift to avoid impacts to Galivants Ferry
Historic District, would contribute to fragmentation of riparian habitats.  Alternatives 3 and 6 would cross Back
Swamp and the Little Pee Dee River immediately adjacent to the existing S.C. Route 917 crossing and would
not contribute to habitat fragmentation.  Because of the extent of bridges that would be constructed over the
wetland and aquatic habitats, terrestrial species would have unobstructed passage along the corridors.

4-81



Chapter 4. Public Involvement and Agency Coordination

Interstate 73 FEIS:  I-95 to the Myrtle Beach Region

4-82



Chapter 4. Public Involvement and Agency Coordination

Interstate 73 FEIS:  I-95 to the Myrtle Beach Region

Please refer to Appendix C for the discussion of habitat fragmentation that was included in the DEIS and
Chapter 3, Section 3.14.4, beginning on page 3-182.
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Please refer to Appendix E for the Section 4(f) Evaluation that was prepared due to the impact to the Heritage
Preserve.
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