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The need for further NEPA analysis is addressed in the second paragraph in Section 1.4, on page 1­
37 of the FEIS. 

Monitoring data for both ozone and particulate matter is included in Section 3.9.2 (refer to page 3­
125). 

Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative would directly impact one above ground resource, the 
Beauty Spot Motor Court Office, causing an adverse effect to the eligible historic resource. A 
mitigation plan was developed in coordination with the SHPO that includes preparation of a 
publication for public distribution, such as a brochure or poster, that focuses on the history of the 
Beauty Spot Motor Court Office and provides a brief history of motor court and early automobile-
related tourism in Marlboro County (refer to SHPO letter dated March 6, 2008 in Appendix A and 
a Memorandum of Agreement between SCDOT and SHPO dated July 2008 in Appendix A). A 
Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation was developed (refer to Appendix E). A detailed archaeological 
resources survey was completed for the South Carolina portion of the Preferred Alternative and 
will be completed for the North Carolina portion prior to the purchase of right-of-way. 
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During project development, impacts to both environmental justice and non-environmental justice 
communities have been avoided or minimized when possible. All identified areas that contain 
environmental justice populations would experience both beneficial and adverse effects similar to 
those of non-environmental justice populations in the project study area. No environmental justice 
populations would bear a disproportionate impact from the Preferred Alternative. Based on public 
input, the Preferred Alternative was further refined where possible to minimize the number of 
relocations, as well as impacts to community cohesion and accessibility. 

The FHWA-developed Traffic Noise Model accounted for the potential of the interstate to carry 
heavy truck traffic, as well as the location of proposed bridges. 

Comment noted. 

SCDOT’s Noise Abatement Policy identifies a substantial increase as 15 dBA or greater. 

Potential noise mitigation options are presented in Section 3.8.6 (refer to pages 3-122 through 3­
124). 

Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 

Sections 3.12.9 pages 3-174 through 3-177, include updated information pertaining to the Section 404 
permit and 401 Water Quality certification. 

Section 3.12.9, pages 3-174 through 3-180 includes more detailed information regarding jurisdictional 
streams, which were identified during the wetland delineation. 

A detailed mitigation plan will be developed prior to the Section 404 permit application. The ACT has 
agreed to develop mitigation based upon the USACE SOP, which will provide guidance in determining 
the appropriate magnitude and type of mitigation to be performed. 

Comment noted. 
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Compensation for property acquistion will be determined during the right-of-way phase of the project. 

The FEIS includes tables of the potential indirect and cumulative impacts by resource (refer to Table 
3.3 on page 3-15, Table 3.6 on page 3-22, Table 3.7 on page 3-23, Table 3.13 on pages 3-84 and 3-85,
 
Table 3.41 on page 3-149, Table 3.45 on page 3-161, Table 3.50 on page 3-177, Table 3.51 on page 3­
179, Table 3.64 on page 3-256, and Table 3.66 on page 3-258).
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